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 WHITE PINE BANDS 

2025-2026 WPMS Beginning Band Information 
 

May 2025 
Dear 5th Grade Families, 
 
We are very excited for your student to move up to White Pine Middle School next year and take 
advantage of the opportunities the school has, including our award-winning band program.   
 
In the past two years our middle school band has received numerous accolades, including straight 
superior ratings at contest, command performance (highest score), visits from University Clinicians, and 
several performances out-of-town, including in Utah and California.  This year our band was honored to 
be a featured performance ensemble at the Disney Music Festival in Los Angeles. 
 
Beginning Band is the first step in our competitive 6-12 band program, and gives students the basic 
theory, music-literacy, discipline, and motor skills required for more advanced playing the following year.  
This strong foundation is also what leads students to larger opportunities through band later on, including 
honor band, allstate, and college scholarship opportunities. 
 
There is a beginning band informational Meeting on MONDAY JUNE 9TH at 6:30PM in the HIGH 
SCHOOL band room.  We will discuss the calendar, answer questions, and do instrument testing on any 
students that still need it (this is where students try the different instruments and make their beginning 
band instrument choice). 
 
Attached are some FAQ’s about beginning band at White Pine Middle School.  As always, you can also 
check out our band website at www.whitepinebands.com or email me directly.   
 
We hope to see you at the Info Meeting on June 9TH and look forward to having your student in our 
program! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Zebulon M. Bellon 
Director of Bands, White Pine County School District 
D.M.A. Candidate in Wind Conducting, Texas Tech University 
Zebulon.bellon@wpcnvadmin.com 
www.whitepinebands.com 
775.289.4811 X5114 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 When Do They Practice & Perform? 
Beginning Band is a regular academic class at White Pine Middle School that meets every day.  In 
beginning band, students are grouped into classes based on their instrument choice.  Beginners do not 
have any after school rehearsals.  Big trips begin their second year, in Advanced Band. 

The Beginners will perform 5 times during the year: Once per quarter plus 8th Grade Promotion, and will 
also attend NMEA Festival to watch the HS bands and MS Advanced Band compete.  Students may also 
have the opportunity for optional performances throughout the year, such as pep band! 

Performance dates can always be found on the website, in each student’s “band binder”, and will also 
be communicated extensively in class and via email.  We work very hard to make sure band does not 
conflict with other activities – almost all of our band students are in another activity or sports J 

 Which Instruments Can Beginners Play? 
In beginning band, students learn on one of the 4 “Primary Instruments”, which include FLUTE, 
CLARINET, TRUMPET or TROMBONE.  Which instrument they play is based on a combination of their 
preference, strengths (how well they can hear pitch), and the physical structure of their hands and face.  
We determine this by allowing the students to try each instrument.  Ultimately we want your student to 
be on the instrument that will allow them to have the most success.  Your student will have the most fun 
in band and make the fastest progress if they are able to be successful! 

Most students will remain on their “Primary Instrument” throughout their band career.  Some may end 
up switching to other instruments toward the end of the year, or in 7th grade (Saxophone, Double Reeds, 
French Horn, Euphonium, Tuba, Percussion).  This will happen based on student strengths/interests and 
the needs of the program.   
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 Where Do We Get An Instrument? 
We STRONGLY recommend that parents take advantage of our rental partnership with Music & Arts.  This is 
absolutely the best and cheapest option.  Families in financial need can contact our band boosters for assistance with 
this.  Below is some important information about obtaining an instrument. 
 
RENTALS    

The school primarily owns and maintains large and especially expensive instruments (Things like Tubas 
and Percussion).  For beginner-level instruments we are proud to be partnered with Music & Arts, a 
highly trusted nationwide music wholesaler to provide high-quality, low-cost purchase & rental options 
to our students. Monthly payments for instruments begin as low as $15, and include repairs, the proper 
mouthpiece/accessories, and method book as part of the rental.  This can be rent-to-own, or returned 
at any time.   

All instrument brands/models offered to our students by Music & Arts are Yamaha models approved 
by the director for use in our program. Instruments can be rented online or over the phone.  They are 
then shipped directly to the school in August for the director to check prior to student use in the fall. 

To rent or purchase online visit www.musicarts.com , click “Rentals”, click “Public, Private, or Traditional 
School”, and enter our school.  You can also scan the QR code on the flyer or find a direct link on our 
website, www.whitepinebands.com under the “Documents” tab. 

 
PURCHASES    

Again, we STRONGLY recommend using our partnership with Music & Arts while your student is a 
beginner.  However, if you do choose to purchase, please be note that It is EXTREMELY IMPORTANT 
that instruments are of good quality, from a reputable brand, and function properly.  Low quality 
instruments cannot be used correctly and will not be allowed in band rehearsals because of the on-
going problems, loss of instructional time, and expenses for families associated with them.  

To help with this we have a “Recommended Equipment List” and a “Parent’s Guide to Buying an 
Instrument.” These are available on the band website, www.whitepinebands.com, under the 
“Documents” Tab.  Please use this list to ensure that the instrument is usable in class. If you aren’t sure, 
PLEASE contact the director via email before making a purchase.   

 

 How Do I Get Involved With Band Boosters? 
The WP Band Boosters are a 501c3 Non-Profit Organization dedicated to supporting our program.  They 
have brought in over $100,000 during the last year through their efforts and help support our students 
in numerous ways.  The boosters are comprised of parents, alumni, and community members. 

The band boosters have monthly meetings, usually on the first or second Tuesday of each month. They 
plan fundraisers, events, trips, grants, and many other activities.  Their meeting times are communicated 
through email and the band website.  The boosters can be reached directly at 
wpbandboosters23@gmail.com  
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 More Questions? 
Please join us at the Beginning Band Info Meeting on Monday June 9th, 6:30PM, at the 
WP High School Band Room.   

• You can also visit our website at www.whitepinebands.com  

• You can also email our band boosters at wpbandboosters23@gmail.com 

• You can also email the band director at zebulon.bellon@wpcanvadmin.com. 

We look forward to having your family as part of our program! 

 

 

 2025-2026 BEGINNING BAND CALENDAR 

6/9   - Beginning Band Info Night, 6:30PM @ WPHS 

10/17   - Home Football Game @ WPHS (MS Band Night) 

12/15   - MS Winter Band Concert @ WPMS 

3/18   - WPCSD District Band Concert & Art Show @ WPHS 

3/23 (or) 3/24 - NMEA Regional Assessment Festival @ Elko HS 

5/19   - MS Spring Concert & Awards @ WPMS 

6/4    - 8th Grade Promotion Performance @ Broadbent 

 


